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and her new book

Louise is owned by five dogs - four Huskies
and a Labrador. She qualified as a Certified
Professional Oog Trainer (CPOn from the
Ethology Academy (at the time affiliated
to the University of Pretoria) and is also a
professional member of the Association of Pet
OogTrainers(APOn,which is an international
organisation. Louise works mostly with
Huskiesand their owners but also helps other
dogs better understand their owners. She
runs a successful dog day care and boarding
kennel facility as well as a dog shop. Louise's
first book, Winter Dogs, Living with Huskies
as Pet dogs, is now available. For more
information, visit www.dog-care-centre.com.
be three times a day or even running. Most
working breeds of dog will get more out of
taking part in sports like sledding, flyball,
agility or jumping. If your dog is digging,
you need to extend the daily time spent on
exercise.

5. Digging to escape
Some dogs like Huskies dig holes to escape
the yard for various reasons. For these dogs
you need to manage the situation while you
are still in training with your dog. The best
way to manage this is by placing chicken
wire underneath the grass or dirt. Your dog
will dig a couple of times along the fence
and find that he does not particularly like
the feeling of the wire and stop digging.
This type of dog needs to bond with his
owner as he is seeking something more
exciting than what is in his environment.

6. Play dates or doggie day care
If you don't have the time to exercise your
dog, find a doggie walker or a doggie day
care ill your area. This is not only good for
exercise but also socialises your dog. Do
remember that when your dog is playing

march

2011

with a dog who . likes digging, he might
learn the behaviour too.

as you were not present to see your dog
do this.

7. Set up a training routine

9. Burying treasures

Enrol your dog in a training class that you
can go to once a week. Once again this is
a great place to socialise your dog and you
spend time with your dog one-on-one. It
also helps with mental stimulation for your
dog. You can do training at home as well for
five minutes, three times per day.

If your dog likes to bury certain toys or bones,
refrain from giving him these specific items
and replace them with other chew treats.
Usually the stronger the treat smells, the more
likely your dog would be to eat it and not bury
it. Also do not give your dog the same kind of
treat every time. Keep a variety of treats.

8. Never yell at your dog

10. A variety of toys

Punishing your dog for digging will only
make him feel unsure. Your dog will still
dig when you are not present. While busy
with this training, only leave your dog
alone for short periods of time so that
your dog does not fail, and praise your
dog when you return and he did not dig.
If he did dig, just ignore the behaviour

Your dog will get bored with his toys, even
if he has 20 lying in front of him. Swop
them around at least every couple of days
and be creative. Take an empty cooldrink
bottle, make some holes in it and put your
dog's breakfast in the bottle. This will keep
him busy as he is getting the food out of the
dispenser.
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